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ANNOUNCEMENT

Exhibition “Excellent Business”. Art Dealing in Berlin 1933 – 1945

From April 10 to July 31, 2011, the Aktive Museum e.V. in Berlin presents the exhibition “Excellent Business” in cooperation with the Centrum Judaicum at the Neue Synagoge Berlin. This exhibition, which was financed by the Hauptstadtkulturfonds, tells the story of art dealers in Berlin between 1933 and 1945. 

More than 60 years after the end of the Nazi regime, the art trade of that time has still not been well-researched or documented. In the “Reichshauptstadt” Berlin, a metropolis of the international art market during the “Golden Twenties”, Nazi policy had a direct influence on both art and the businessmen dealing in it. 

The exhibition presents an account of 14 galleries and auctioneers in Berlin. The stories of prominent art dealers of the 1920s as well as smaller, lesser known galleries demonstrate how the politics of those years influenced a market which until then had been fairly independent. 

Many art dealers were victims of antisemitic persecution. Forced to close their galleries, not all of them were able to leave Germany in time. Non-Jewish dealers profited from the liquidation of their colleagues' galleries or from selling works of art looted by the Nazis. In 1937 when modern art was denounced as “degenerate”, only four art dealers in the whole of Germany were commissioned to sell these works abroad – three of them lived in Berlin.

Between 1933 and 1945 a predatory competition on the Berlin art market led to the closure of many art galleries. Those auctioneers who had traded not only in private art collections, but also in the complete furnishings of predominantly Jewish Berliners forced into sell their belongings, gained in importance. Up until the very end of the Second World War the art market in Berlin also profited from selling art looted in the occupied countries.

Although it is now twelve years since the declaration of the Washington Principles of 1998, the restitution of looted art in Germany is still at a very early stage. Only a few years ago, Berlin Museums started to search their collections for looted art and so far just a small number of art works have been returned to their rightful owners. An important aim of the exhibition is to publicize this state of affairs.

The exhibition was organized by the Aktives Museum, which was founded in 1983 to research and present neglected aspects of Berlin’s National Socialist history .


Overview

»Excellent Business«. Art Dealing in Berlin 1933 - 1945

An exhibition of the Aktive Museum e.V. at the Centrum Judaicum Berlin

Financed by the Hauptstadtkulturfonds

April 10 to July 31 2011, Opening: Sunday, April 10, 11 a.m.

Stiftung Neue Synagoge Berlin – Centrum Judaicum

Oranienburger Straße 28-30

10117 Berlin

Sun and Mo 10-20 , Tue to Thu 10-18 Uhr, Fr 10-17, closed  Saturdays

A catalogue will be available, including all texts and pictures from the exhibition (20 €).

Guided tours of the exhibition and of the heart of the historic gallery district in Berlin-Tiergarten will be offered . Films will be presented in cooperation with the Zeughauskino and the Kinemathek des Deutschen Historischen Museums


   For further information please contact: Kaspar Nürnberg, Aktives Museum e.V.

Berlin, February the 10th, 2011
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